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1.0 INTRODUCTION ~

GoldmanEnvironmentalConsultants,Inc (GEC)of Braintree,Massachusettshas

beenretainedby MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund of Boston,Massachusettsto

evaluate environmental issues within the scope of MGL Chapter 21E, and the

MassachusettsContingencyPlan (MCP) for the property identified as ThreeCharter

Road,Acton, Massachusetts,hereafterreferredto asthe“Site”. GEC’s investigationwas

conducted to understandpotential environmental conditions in order to satisfy due

diligencerequirementsassociatedwith a realestatetransaction.

The purposeof GEC’s Site assessmentwas to identify and define recognized

environmentalconditionsarisingfrom theuse,treatment,storage,generation,disposal,or

release of oil or hazardousmaterials (OHM) on the Site and abutting properties.

Emphasiswasplacedon determiningthegeneralpresenceof equipmentlikely to contain

polychlorinatedbiphenyls(PCB), friable asbestosandgoodhousekeepingpracticeswith

respectto the handling of oil and hazardousmaterials. No sampling and analysisof

asbestoscontainingmaterialswasconducted. GEC inspectedall readily accessibleareas

ofthepropertyincluding theinterior andexteriorportionsof theSitebuilding during the

performanceofthis investigation.

Thisreportis intendedfor useby MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFundandits

designees.GEC understandsthat MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund is relying on

theconclusionsdrawnfrom this investigationfor evaluationofenvironmentalliability in

connectionwith theSite.

The results of this surveyare basedon the following. A list of sourcesof

informationis providedasAppendixA.

• A visual inspectionofthe Siteandareviewofpertinentrecords;

• A gcneralsurveyof Siteabuttersandpropertiesin theimmediatevicinity;

• Discussionswith Mr. DeanCharter,Director, TreeWardenof the Town of

Acton andSitecontact;

• Interviewswith, and recordssearchat theTown of Acton Fire Department,

Board of Health, Conservation Commission, Town Clerk, Building

Department,EngineeringDepartmentandAssessor’sOffice;

• A records search of historical documentsmaintained at the State House

Libraryin Boston,Massachusetts;

• A records search at the MassachusettsDepartment of Environmental

Protection (MADEP) at the Central Regional Office in Worcester,

Massachusetts;

Goldman Environmental Consultants, Inc. -1-



• An electronicsearchvia FirstSearchTechnologyCorporation(Environmental

FirstSearchReport)ofstateandfederaldatabasefiles; and

• A review of a Final Report for The AsbestosAbatementProject,AHERA

Third Three Year Re-Inspection Report and AHERA Three Year Re-

InspectionReportdatedSeptember30, 1998, November,1998 and April 5,

2002,respectively.

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1 Site Location

The location of the Site is provided below. The Site and propertieswithin the

vicinity arezoned “R-2” For residentialuse. NOTE: TheTowne School,identityof the

Site building, is listed with the Assessor’sOffice asThreeCharterRoad. Other town

offices identify the Siteus OneCharterRoad, 13 CharterRoad, 15 CharterRoadand431
MassachusettsAvenue. For the purposesof this report GEC will refer to the Site as

ThreeCharterRoad. Also, due to the discrepancyin addressesand additional schools

within the immediate vicinity of the Site, records reviewed may not accuratelydepict

conditions at the Site. Refer to Figure 1 for the Site Locus and Figure 2 for the

Assessor’sMap.

Dt,s~ription — I o~.thou I Comments,
1... I References.

StreetAddress Three(‘hart~rRoad
Town Acton
County Middlesex _________

State Massachusetts
USGS 7.5 MinuteQuadrangle Maynard 1

Latitudeand~Longitude~~ - 42° 28’ 3O”nó~th
710 27’ 22” west

2
~

Assessor’sMap Lot no. 85
Assessor’sMapno. F-3

3

2.2 Activity and UseLimitations

During thefile searchand Site interview,GEC attemptedto determinewhetheran

Activity and Use Limitation (AUL), either in the form of an EnvironmentalNotice, a

Grant of Environmental Restriction, or an MADEP-implemented Environmental

Restriction,hadbeenfiled for theSitepursuantto MGL Chapter21EandtheMCP [310

CIvlIR 40.1000]. Thefollowing sourcesof informationwere usedto determinewhether

anAUL existsfor theSite: (1) informationprovidedby Mr. Charter,Sitecontact;(2) the

MADEP for documentationon ResponseAction Outcome Statements,a Notice of
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Activity and Use Limitations, Grant of Environmental Restrictions, and an

EnvironmentalRestriction;and (3) local agenciesconsistingof theBoard of 1-Icalth and

Building Department.

rActivity andUse Limitations Yes / NoJ Description . .

AL ti~ md I )¼~ I iiiu’ ItIOfls No —

idciitificd for the Site! : ::. .. .• . •. :.•‘• :. ~

2.3 PhysiographicSetting

The Site is situatedapproximatelyone hundredseventy(170) feet aboveMean

SeaLevel and is relatively level. Topographicrelief acrossthe Site is estimatedto be

less than ten feet. According to National Flood InsuranceMap, Community Panel

#2501760004C, datedJanuary6, 1988,thepropertylies in anareaoutsidethe 500-year

floodplain (ZoneX). Propertieseastof theSiteacrossMain Streetaresituatedwithin the

500-yearfloodplain.

Unnamedwetlandsand a stream,likely associatedwith theFort PondBrook, are

locatedapproximately1,000 to 2,000 feet northeast. Additional wetlandsand streams

likely associatedwith Fort PondBrook are located1,500 feetwest,southwestand 2,000

feeteastofthe Site,respectively.GreatHill is situatedapproximately1,500to 3,000feet

southeastoftheSite.

Feature .

.

.. . . Directioii ol ~ / Likely Eventual. . ..

.. . . Dis~liiii~ePoiiit .-

Rcferenccs
.

RegionalSuifaceDrainage Toward edtchbasinssituatednorthof theSite alonga
pavedaccessroadas well assouthandeastof the Site

alongMassachusettsAvenueand Main Street.

FO

SiteSurfaceDrainage Towardcatchbasinssituatednorthof theSitealonga
pavedaccessroadas well as southof theSitealong

Massachusetts_Avenue.

FO
~

RegionalGroundwaterFlow Southand eastofthe Site towardwetlandsassociated
with Fort_Pond_Brook.

FO, Q

Site GroundwaterFlow Southandeastofthe Sitetowardwetlandsassociated
with FortPondBrook.

FO, Q
~

Reference:FO Fieldobservation;Q = InterpretationofUSGS7.5 minutequadrangle;SSI (ref. no.) =

Subsurfaceinvestigationwith referencenumberof thereport.

Due to temporalandspatialvariations,subsurfaceconditions and possibleman-

made obstructions,GEC is unable to determinedefinitively local groundwaterflow

directionwith theavailableinformation.

Goldman Environmental Consultants, Inc. -3-



2.4 SiteDescription

Although theAssessor’sfield cardindicatedtheSiteconsistsof5.90-acres,recent

renovationsto the surroundingarea,which include an accessroad and pavedparking

area,havereconfiguredthearea. Also, an addition,which wasrecentlydemolished,was

situatedoff the northeastcornerof the Site building andextendedfurthernortheastoff,

whatGEC believesto be thecurrentproperty line. Basedon informationprovidedby the

Town of Acton EngineeringDepartment,the Site consistsof 1.23-acres. The Site is

currentlyownedby theTown ofActon and is improvedby onetwo-storybuilding. The

Site,formerly knownastheTowneSchool,an elementaryschool,wasvacatedwithin the

last few months. The Site building consists of classroomsand a boiler room. The

remainderoftheSiteconsistsof landscapedareasaswell asa playground.

2.4.1 Structures, Improvements and Land Area

Providedbelow is informationregardingthe building locationand construction.

- ~ -shownonFigure~

Building Identity ThreeCharterRoad 3
DateBuilt 1926 3
Building FootprintSize Approximately9,300-squarefeet 3
Slabor Basement

~
Basement(situatedbeneaththenorthwestcornerof the

building)
3

No. Stories,Excluding
Basement

Two
~

3
~

Type Construction,e.g.,
woodframe, steel frame,
concrete/masonry

Brick
~

~

3
.

ConstructionMaterials:
Ceilings (e.g.,tile,
suspended)

Suspendedceiling tile anddrywall/plasterceilings.
~

3

~

ConstructionMaterials:
Floor(e~g.,tile, cement,
carpet)

Vinyl floor tile, concretefloor (within basement),carpeting
andceramicfloor tile.

3

ConstructionMaterials:
Walls

Cinderblockwalls,ceramicwall tiles anddrywall/plaster
walls.

3
~

GeneralHousekeeping
Additions

Good
An additionoff thenortheastcorneroftheTowneSchool
building,known astheMcCarthywing wasconstructed
during the 1950’sandwasdemolishedwithin thelastten

months. Referto Section2.7 fordetails.

3
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2.4~2 Utilities

The Sitebuilding is currently andhashistorically beenservicedbythe municipal

watersystem. No infOrmation wasfoundto indicatethehistoric on-Siteuseof a private

well. A private septic system currently servicesthe Site building. According to

information providedby the Board of Health and EngineeringDepartment,the septic

systemis situatedsouth of the Site building. GEC wasunableto locate information

pertainingto the size or capacity of the tank and Title V inspectionsof the system.

According to Mr. Charterand the Board of Health,municipal sewercurrently services

the surroundingpropertiesand the Site is expectedto convertto the municipal service.

KeySpanEnergy currently provides natural gas to the Site for heat. According to

availableinformation theSitebuilding wasformerly heatedwith fuel oil storedwithin an

undergroundstoragetank (UST) and coal. Refer to Section 5.1 for details. NSTAR

provideselectricityto theSite.

2.5 Description of Abutting Properties

GEC conducteda limited visUal reconnaissanceof abutting andnearbyproperties

to evaluatethe potential for releasesof OHM to impact the Site. Roadwaysand other

properties abutting or proximal to the Site are describedbelow. Based on the

reconnaissance,no evidenceof improperly storedor disposedOHM, stainingor spills

wereobservedat abuttingor nearbyproperties,unlessdescribedbelow.

North,
northeast

Beyondaccess
road&

parkinglot

OneCharterRoad
ParkerDamonBuilding

(elementaryschool)
West Abutter CharterRoad

(roadway)
Northwest Beyond

CharterRoad
16 CharterRoad

RaymondJ. GreyJuniorHigh
School

West Beyond
CharterRoad

TennisCourts

South Abutter MassachusettsAvenue
(roadway)

Abuttin, Pro )erti~

- ‘ Abutter PavedAccessL~.~d parkinglot
____________ for theParkerDamonBuilding

quantitie
Ito consumer

cleanersand

OHM uselikely limited to consumer
quantitiesofpaints,cleanersand

similar products.
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~pjj~jj~jj:

~.

p~j~:

(Miles)
.

Identity id~A ie~iofProperty
or Roadway

~

‘ .Qati/O~Iii~j~Y ~
treatment, generation, storageor

dispos~l ~
Southwest Beyond

Massachusetts
Avenue

Rearentranceto K-Mart locatedat
252Main Street

OHM uselikely limited to consumer
quantitiesofpaints,cleanersand

similarproducts. Listed Statespill
site. Referto Section3.1 for details.

South Beyond
Massachusetts

Avenue

432 MassachusettsAvenue
Baker-WhitneyOil Company

(office/distribution center)

OHM uselikely limited to consumer
quantitiesofpaintsandcleanersas
well asthe underground storageof
fuel oil fordistribution. Registered
USTsite, referto Section3.1 for

details.
South,
southeast

Beyond
Massachusetts

Avenue

428MassachusettsAvenue
VerizonCommunications

(office building)

OHM uselikely limited to consumer
quantitiesof paints, cleanersand

similar products.RegisteredUST,
RCRA Generator& Statespill site.

Referto_Section_3.1_fordetails.
East Abutter Main Street

Law Offices
OHM uselikely limited to consumer

quantitiesof paints, cleanersand
similar products.

East Abutter
—

Main Street
RedstoneTown Houses

~residential)

OHM uselikely limited to household
quantitiesofpaints,cleanersand

similar products.

2.6 Proximity of Environmental ResourceAreas

Environmentalresourceareasincludewetlands,surfacewaters,Areasof Critical

EnvironmentalConcern (ACEC), habitats of Threatenedor EndangeredSpecies,or

Speciesof Special Concern,Certified Vernal Pools, Potentially ProductiveAquifers

(PPA), SoleSourceAquifers(SSA), Interim WellheadProtectionAreas(IWPA) orZone

II’s ofpublic watersupplywells, or privatewatersupplywells.

The Site and surroundingvicinity are situatedwithin an areaof protectedopen

space.Unnamedwetlandsanda stream, likely associatedwith theFort PondBrook, are

locatedapproximately1,000 to 2,000 feet northeast. Additional wetlandsand streams

likely associatedwith Fort PondBrook are located1,500feet west,southwestand2,000

feeteastof theSite,respectively. GreatHill, an areaofprotectedopenspace,is located

approximately1,500to 3,000feetsoutheastoftheSite. No otherenvironmentalresource

areas,includingACEC, IWPAs orSSAs,wereidentifiedwithin 1,000feetoftheSite.

2.7 LandUseHistory

The land use history for the Site and vicinity was developedbasedon the

following sourcesof information: the Site contact, Mr. Dean Charter; information

providedto GEC by theMassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund; the Acton Assessor’s

Goldman Environmental Consultants, Inc. -6-



Office; SanbornAtlasesreviewedat the StateHouseLibrary; City Directoriesreviewed

I at theStateHouseLibrary, and theActon Building Department An attemptwasmadetodevelopthe land usehistory back to 1890 Thesesourceswere consultedto determine
whetherevidenceof ahistoricalrecognizedenvironmentalconditionexists for theSite

I Accordingto availableinformation andinterviewswith personsfamiliar with the
Site, the Towne School (Site building) was developedduring the 1920’s. The school

I during this timeframewas utilized asthe Acton High School. During the 1950’s, the
Towne Schoolwasconvertedto an elementaryschooland an addition was constructed

I along the northeastcornerof the Site building, which extendedfurthernortheastof the

Site. The addition was known as the McCarthy wing andconsistedof one-storyand a

basement. The two buildings becameknown as theMcCarthy-TowneSchoolandwere

utilized as an elementaryschool. In the spring of 2002 the entireMcCarthystructure was

demolishedandtheTowneSchoolwasvacatedwithin the following months.

I A pavedaccessroadandparkinglot wereconstructedand/orrenovatedfor access
to the Damon ParkerBuilding, a school. A third school, situatedin the immediate1 vicinity and known asthe Merriam-School,hasalso been_demoiished._The-juniorhigh

~scho~laffd thehighschool~resita~ethThrthernorthwestand~orthof the Site along

I CharterRoad.GEC reviewedSanbornFire InsuranceMaps for the Town of Acton dated1929,

I 1945 and 1953. Referto Figures4A through4C for copiesof the maps. Accordingtothe maps dated 1929 and 1945 the Site was improvedwith the currentSite building

utilized as theActon High School. Propertiessituatedeastof the Site alongMain Street

I and south of the Site along MassachusettsAvenue were partially developedwith
residentialdwellings.

I Accordingto the mapdated1953, theMcCart,hywinghadbeenconstructed The
Towne School was listed the sameas the previousmaps as the Acton High School.

I Propertiessituated east of the Site along Main Streetand south of the Site alongMassachusettsAvenueconsistedofresidentialdwellingsandarestaurant.

I GEC reviewed City Directories for the Town of Acton, howeveravailable

directoriesdid not containa listing of Streetnames.

GEC reviewedrecordsfor theSite maintainedby theActon Building Department.

I Building Departmentrecords for school buildings were listed by name of school,

howeverdueto the discrepancyofaddresslistingsfor all schoolswithin the area,thefileI may not containaccurateinformation. GEC reviewedonepermiton file datedMay 14,
2002 for the demolition of the McCarthy School. No additional building permits

pertainingto renovationsor constructionwereon file.
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2.8 InspectionofBuilding Interiors

On November 12, 2002, GEC conducteda visual inspection of the Site. Mr.

CharteraccompaniedGEC. During the inspection,GEC interviewedMr. Charterfor

informationpertainingto Site history, facility operations,and wastehandlingpractices.

The Site inspectiondid not includean inspectionbehindwalls, aboveceilings or under

floors. GEC inspectedall readily accessibleareasofthepropertyduring theperformance

of this investigation.

The Site building is improvedwith two floors and a basement. The basement

consistsof two small rooms situatedbeneaththe n~rthwestcorner of the building. The

basementcontainsthe gas-firedboiler system. The first floor consistsof classrooms,

restrooms,two largeopenroomsand astoragecloset. Accordingto Mr. Charterthelarge

open rooms were formerly utilized as a gymnasiummany years ago. GEC observed

sealedcontainersvarying in size of cleaningprOducts within the storagecloset. The

secondfloor of the building consistsof classrooms,a teacher’s lounge/coatroomand

storageclosets.

GEC did not observeevidence of a releaseor threat of releaseduririg the

inspectionof the interior of the Sitebuilding. Providedbelow is informationregarding

building interiorsnot providedelsewherein thereport.

The Sitewasformerly utilized asanelementary

Does general Site appearancesuggest
goodhousekeepingpractices?

Yes
.

TheSiteis currentlyvacant.

What are the current Site usagesand
operations?
Are industrial processesconductedat
the Site? If yes,describe.
Are any of the floors dirt? If yes,
indicate whether there is evidenceof
historic or current fuel oil or OHM
usage,storageor disposalon or nearthe
dirt floor.

2.9 InspectionofBuilding Exterior

GEC inspectedthe Site exterior to determinewhetherevidencesuggeststhat

OHM may have beenused,treated,generated,stored or releasedat the Site. Other

informationpertainingto thebuilding exteriorcanbe foundthroughoutthereport.

A chain-linked fence surrounds the east and south boundariesof the Site.

Landscapedareassurroundthe Site to the south,westand north. Pavedwalkwaysare

situatednorth and south of the Site, which leadto entrancesof the Site building. A
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playgroundcontaininga basketballcourt, swingsand jungle gym is situatedeastof the

Sitebuilding.

A post indicatorvalve, the exterior power switch for the sprinklersystem, j~:

locatedsouthwestof the Site building. According to personsfamiliar with the Site, a

private septicsystemis situatedsouth of the Site building. GEC and Mr. Charter,the

Site contact, searchedfor manholecovers, which would indicate the location of the

system, however due to fallen leavesthe groundssurfacewas obstructed. A pad-

mountedtransformer,situatedon a concretepad,wasobservedalongthewest,northwest

cornerof the Sitebuilding. The gasmeter(enclosedwith a chain-linkedfence)and a

sewer clean-outpipe were observednear the northeastcorner of the Site. Refer to

(~for Site photographs.

Building Exterior Yes / No f CommentS •.... ,.r~1I
Were any monik ‘rin~ wells or other No __________

inonitorin~dev CCS chserved?

\Vas thereevidenceut ~urIicial st:iimne? No

Did vegetationappearstressed! No\Vere thei-e s’il piles or eviden~~e~ffiflin~ No However.accu.rdin~t’ personsfamiliar withaetivitics.’ the Site two USTs wereremovedfium the
northeastportionof the McCarthywing,

which is not within the Site boundaries.Fill
dirt may havebeenbroughtontotheSite to

fill in theexcavation.

3.0 REGULATORY HISTORY

GEC conducted file searches with the MassachusettsDepartment of

EnvironmentalProtection(MADEP) and agenciesof the Town of Acton relativeto the

~_~SjjeQnLNovember5 ~ Stateandfederal

databaseswere accessedduringan EnvironmentalFirstSearchrun on October29, 2002

through FirstSearchTechnologyCorporation’sdatabaseprogram. The Environmental

FirstSearchReportis attachedas Appendix B. GEC makesno representationson the

accuracyof the informationprovidedby third partiesnor did GEC conductany further

independentinvestigationsof spill incidentsorsitesnotedherein.

3.1 SiteRegulatoryHistory

Provided below is a summaryof the file search findings for the Site. Case

incident,Site,or otheridentif~yingnumbersareprovidedin the chart.

Goldman Environmental Consultants, Inc. -9-



SubjectSite

2
2
2
2

2

2
2
2
2

2

2
2

The following table summarizesthe resultsof GEC’sfile searchat local agencies

of Boston.

I ocal kgncies Yi.s/ Descuption
Information ng~rding

éiivi~iinentalcoiiditións at the
No

~ . . •.
. Site’ . .

Fire Department(seebeio~\)

.

~es
•

• Permit ~:3738dated3/31/92 for the removal of a 5,000—
gallon #2 fuel oil UST.

. Permit #3739dated3/31/92for the removalof a 5,000-
gallon #2 fuel oil UST.

BoardofHealth Yes Recordsindicatethat a septicsystemis locatedon-Siteand
thetank is pumpedregularly. Howeverinformationdid not
includethesize orcapacityof thetanknorwereanyTitleV

ConservationCommission No
inspectionreportsnoted.

~

Basedon the information provided to GEC, both the Towne and McCarthy

buildings were heatedwith fuel oil. Plans depicting the McCarthy-TowneSchool

indicate that a UST was situatednear the northeastcorner of the McCarthy wing.

Although the schoolhasbeendemolished,GEC hasdeterminedthat this areais within

thecurrentlocation oftheaccessroad andis not situatedwithin theportionoftheTowne

Schoolproperty that is part of this investigation(i.e., the Site). Officials of the town

have indicated that two USTs were removedfrom this areanot one. Additionally

officials havealso indicatedthat theTowne Schoolwasheatedwith coalprior to fueloil.

Although,officials haveindicatedthat theUSTsarenot locatedon theSite,GEC hasnot

:Is the Site on any.ofthefo1lo~inglists?
Yèi 1.
~No

DescriptiOn

FederalNPL list No
FederalCERCLIS list No
FederalCERCLISNFRAPlist No
FederalRCRACORRACTS
facilities list

No

FederalRCRAnon-CORRACTS
TSD facilities list

No

FederalRCRAGeneratorslist No
FederalERNSlists No
Statelist of hazardouswastesites No
Statespill or releaseincidentslist,
prior to 1990

No

Statespill or releaseincidentslist,
since1990 .

No
.

RegisteredUST list No
State landfill and/orsolid waste
disposalsite list

No
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found any documentationconfirming that two USTs were removedfrom the northeast

cornerof theMcCarthywing.

3.2 SiteVicinity RegulatoryHistory

Providedbelow is .a summaryof thefile searchfindings,for propertieslocatedin

the vicinity of theSite. Furtherinformation on incidentsoccurringwithin 0.20-milesof
the Site is provided subsequentto this table, and within Appendix B. All distances

referencedin the following paragraphsarebasedon informationprovidedby FirstSearch.

Site Vicinity
Are therc.aiiyof the following Yes/ No Numberof References

iliCiuc,jI~

FederalNPI. siteswithin 1.0 miles of the Site — No
I fleiUvfltS .

2
2FederalCERCLIS list siteswithin 0.5 miles of No

!~2_.~ite —~ —

No

No

,

2FederalCERCIIS NFRAP list at adjoining
prope~ieS
FederalRCRA C4JRRACTSfacilities list 2
within 1.0 miles of the Site

2FederalRcR.\ m ‘n—C~RRA(~] SD facilities No
within 0.5 miles of the Site , ,

Yes One 2FederalRCRA Generatorslist atadjoining
properties
Any propertieswithin 1.0mile of theSite listed
on theStatelist of hazardouswastesites

Yes Seven
.

2
..

Any Statespill or releaseincidentsreportedfor
locationswithin 0.5 miles of theSite,prior to
1990

Yes Two 2

Any Statespill orreleaseincidentsreportedfor
locations.within0.5milesofthe Site,since
1990 .

Yes,‘
Twenty-five

.

.

2

Any registeredUSTs atadjoiningproperties Yes 2
Any propertieswithin-0;5miles-oftheSite-on -No-- ---- -~ - 2
theStateactiveor inactive landfill list __________

Providedbelow is additionalavailableinformationregardingpropertiesidentified

onanyofthe abovelists andlocatedwithin 0.20-milesof the Site. Caseincident,site,or

other identifying numbersare provided in the chart. For each disposalsite or spill

incidentthestatusof the incident,nature,andmagnitudeofthereleaseis provided,when

available. For RCRA generators,RCRA treatment,storageor disposal facilities, and

NPDES permittedfacilities, the statusof eachis providedaswell aswhethera noticeof

violation is indicatedin theEnvironmentalFirstSearchReport. For undergroundstorage

tanks(USTs), thenumber,age,capacity,andcontentsof thetanksareprovided,whether

thetanksareremovedorclosed,andwhethertherewasany indicationof leakage(based

onasubsurfaceinvestigationorfailedtightnesstest).
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.~o~èrtyIdentification,
Address,and Direction and

DistancefrOnithe Site

. ~.. ~:. iicidJ~sciiptioii~.~

. .. .‘ . .: -

Baker-WhitneyOil Company
432 MassachusettsAvenue
Southabutter
Likely crossgradientof the Site

• Registered UST site 0-000029. Four 10,000-gallonfuel oil
USTs removed,removal datesunknown. Two in-use 20,000-
gallon fuel oil USTs and one in-use 1,000-gallondiesel UST,
installation datesunknown.

Bell Atlantic CentralOffice
428 MassachusettsAvenue
Southeastabutter
Likely crossgradientof the Site

-

- ~-

• RegisteredUSTsite 0-000021. Two 750-gallonUSTsremoved,
one2,000-gallondieselUST removed. One in-use650-gallon
dieselAST.

• RCRA NLR (no longer regulated)site MAD98511141. No
violationslisted.

• State spill site 2-10079. A release of diesel fuel was
encounteredduring the removal of a UST in 1993, which
triggereda 72-hourreportedobligation. Soil analytical results
indicated contamination above reportable concentrations.
Approximately30 cu/yds of soil was excavated. No volatile
organic compounds(VOCs) were detected in groundwater
above reportable concentrations. Soil sampling results
identified total petroleumhydrocarbons(TPH) concentrations
below reportable concentrationsand no volatile aromatic
compounds(VACs) or TPH were detectedabove Method I
Standardsin groundwater. A~C’lassA-2 ResponseAction
Outcome(RAO) wassubmittedin 1994.

K-Mart /PenskeAuto Center
252 & 252B Main Street
South,southeastabutter
Likely crossgradientof the Site

• State spill site C92-0171. Releaseof unknown amount of
unknownmaterialoccurred4/19/092,reported4/20/92. Closed.

• RCRA GeneratorsiteMA5000002816. Generateslessthan 100
kg/monthof hazardouswaste.

• RCRA Generatorsite MAD85275387. Generates100-1,000
kg/monthof hazardouswaste.

ActonBoxboroughHigh School
14 CharterRoad
500 feetnorth
Likely crossgraWentof the Site

- - - - -

• Statespill site2-1 1393*. A releaseof approximately30-gallons
of waste oil from an AST overfill was reported913/96. The
releaseimpacted the concrete floor and flowed beneaththe
concretefoundationto soil behindthebuilding. Speedidry was
applied within the building andthe exterior. Approximately3
cu/yds of impactedsoil wasexcavated. Soil analyticalresults
revealedconcentrationsof TPH of 60 ppm to 933 ppm. TPH
exposurepointconcentrationswerecalculatedwhich indicateda
“level of no significantrisk”. A ClassA-2 RAO wassubmitted
11/12/96.

MeinekeMuffler
263 Main Street
0.11 milessoutheast
Likely downgradient of theSite

.

• State spill site C92-0123. Listed as state spill site 2-12283.
SeveralUSTs were removedfrom the property in 1984 along
with impactedsoil. Total xylenesand 1 ,3,5-trimethylbenzene
were detectedin soil samples.During theinstallationof aseptic
system in 1992 additional contaminationwas encountered.
Samplesanalyzedfor VOC,metalsandOil & Greasewere non-
detect. No furtherdetailsavailable.
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• State spill site 2-12032. A releaseof #2 fuel oil during the
removal of 2,000-gallon UST was reported 12/16/97.
Approximately 22 cu/ydsof soil wasexcavatedand removed.

of the Site Analytical results of soil were below Method 1. Standards.
Residual contamination remained beneath the building.
Groundwatersampling revealed that Extractable Petroleum
Hydrocarbons (EPH) and volatile petroleum hydrocarbons
(VPH) were belowMethod 1 Standards.A ClassA-2 RAO was
submittedin 1998.

• Statespill siteC89-0085. Releaseof gasolinereported2/18/89.
Avenue Listed as state disposal site 2-0745. In 1989 a subsurface

investigationwas implemented to determine conditions at the

of the Site property. Elevated TPH were detected in soil. Benzene,
toluene, ethylbenzeneand xylenes (BTEX) were detectedin
four groundwatermonitoringwells. Non-aqueousphaseliquid
(NAPL) was detectedin onewell. Approximately20 cu/ydsof
soil was excavated. NAPL was pumpedfrom the well. Four
4,000-gallongasolineUSTs, two 550-gallonwasteoil USTsand
one550-gallonfuel USTwereremovedas well as 1,900tons of
impactedsoil and5,800-gallonsof groundwaterwasremoved
from the excavation. A NPDESExclusionPermitwas issued
and approximately 35,800-gallonsof water was treatedand
discharged. Groundwatercontaminationdecreasedduring the
samplingroundeventsandsoil contaminationremainingon site
is locatedat a depthof two to ten feet. A ClassA-3 RAO was
submittedin 1999 andan Activity and Use Limitation (AUL)
was implemented.

• State spill site C89-0235. Releaseof unknown amount of
.

•

•

•

•

•

gasolinereported5/4/89.
ERNS site D31135/425227. Release of petroleum due to
equipmentfailure reported6/21/93.
Statespill site C93-0380. Releaseof gasolinedueto overfill
reported8/5/93.
RegisteredUST site 0-000812. Three in-use 10,000-gallon
gasolineUSTs andone85-gallonwasteoil AST.
RCRANLR siteMAD000638163. No violations listed.
Statespill site 2-11201. A releaseof 20-40gallonsof gasoline
was reported4/18/96. Gasolineimpactedpavementandtrench
drain. Speedidry wasapplied and approximately 580-gallons
of water/gasolinewere pumped from the trench. Three 55-
gallon drumsof speedidry andsoil mix wereremovedfrom the
trench._A_Class_A-I_RAO_was_submitted_5/23/96.

Routes111 & 27
Avenue

of the Site

•

•

Statespill site 2-13519. During the installationof a sewerline,
gasolineimpacted soils were encountered. EPH, naphthalene
andTPH exceededreportableconcentrationsin soil. Underan
Utility ReleaseAbatementMeasure(URAM) approximately
350 cu/yds_ofsoil_were_excavated.
RCRA generatorsite MAR000015560. Generates100-1,000

Avenue kg/monthof hazardouswaste

of theSite
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Address, and Direction and
~. ,‘ : . Incident Descrij’ tióñ ‘ - . .
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r

Distancefrom theSite
. V. ‘,. . . . ~. ; ‘~ ...ActonBoxboroHigh School • State spill site2~l3502*. Approximately 30-gallonsof diesel

HaywardRoadJ36or 16 Charter fuel releasedfrom a truck was’ reported10/2/00. The release
Road impactedthe asphaltsurfaceanda catchbasin. Speedidry was
0.20 miles north appliedto the pavementandabsorbentpadswereplacedwithin
Likely crossgradientof the Site

•

the catch basin. Approximately 165-gallons of water was
removed from the catch basin. A Class A-I RAO was
submitted12/8/00.
Statespill site2~14265*.A releaseof approximately50-gallons
of non-PCB(polychlorinatedbiphenyls)oil from atransformer
wasreported4/10/02. Sandwas placedoverthe releasearea. A
light oil sheenwas observedwithin a floor drain. Absorbent
pads wereplacedwithin the floor drain. Four55-gallondrums
of sand,absorbentpadsandspeedidry wereremovedfrom the
property. A ClassA-l RAO was submitted6/3/02.

* = As indicatedearlier, GEC noteddiscrepanciesregardingtheaddressesof the school buildings. GEC
determinedthe distanceand direction of the releasesbasedon available information providedby the
MADEP andGEC’sknowledgeof thearea.

Non-geocodedpropertiesarepropertiesidentified on federalandstatelistingsby

town and zip code,but for which the exact location for thesepropertiesrelativeto the

Site is unknown. GEC reviewed’ addressesof non-geocodedproperties through

FirstSearchTechnologyCorporation. Nopropertieswereidentified throughthe database

searchaslikely locatedwithin approximately‘/2-mile of theSite.

properties.

Provided below is information obtained from local agenciesregardingnearby

4.0 PREVIOUS REPORTS

GEC was not provided with previous reports of the Site pertaining to

environmentalconditions. Mr. Charterobtainedasbestosinspectionlabatementreports

alongwith building plansof the McCarthy-TowneSchool. Refer to Section5.3 for a

summaryoftheasbestosreports.

[~ardof~
EConservationCommission
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5.0 SITE CONDITION

5.1 UndergroundStorageTanks

During theSite inspection,GEC searchedfor evidenceofthe currentandhistoric

useof aboveground storagetanks (AST) and USTs. GEC searchedfor the featuresor

situations,which could indicatethecurrentor prior existenceof ASTs or USTs.

GEC did not observeASTs or indicationsof USTssuchasfill and ventpipesor

pavementscarsduring the Site inspection. According to information providedby the

MassachusettsHousing PartnershipFundandMr. Charter,the Site building wasformerly

heatedwith #2 fuel oil storedwithin an UST.

TheActon Fire Departmentprovided thefollowing information:

- Permit #3738dated3/31/92 for the removal of a 5,000-gallon
#2 fueloil UST.

- Permit #3739dated3/31/92 for the removal of a 5,000-gallon
~ --~ - ~ .. #2~t~ii-UST: - --

As indicatedearlier plansdepicting the McCarthy-TowneSchool indicatethat a

USTwassituatednearthenortheastcornerof theMcCarthywing approximately300 feet

from the Siteboundary. Although theschoolhasbeendemolished,GEC hasdetermined

that this areais within the currentlocationof the accessroad and is not situatedwithin
the portion of the Towne Schoolproperty that is part of this investigation. Basedon

information provided by public officials this UST was removed without incident,
however no reports could be located indicating analytical results of confirmatory

samples Townofficials havealsoindicatedthat two USTswereremovedfrom this area,howeverplans reviewedby GEC depictedone UST at this location. Officials have

indicated that coal was usedto heat the Towne School prior to the addition of theMcCarthywing. GEC found no documentationconfirming this as a heatsource. Refer

to AppendixD for copiesof theinformationprovidedfrom theActon FireDepartment.

5.2 Floor DrainsandStormwaterDrains

The interior and exterior of the Site were inspectedfor the presenceof catch

basins,dry wells, storm drains,or floor drains. GEC did not observeany catchbasins,

drywellsor stormdrainswithin theimmediatevicinity of theSite.
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Floor drainswereobservedwithin the restroomsof thebuilding. No floor drains

wereobservedwithin thebasementof the building. The floor drainsreportedlydischarge

to theon-Siteprivatesepticsystem.

5.3 AsbestosContainingMaterials(ACM)

Mr. Charterprovided GEC with three reports pertainingto asbestosabatement

and sampling. Thefirst report,entitledFinal Reportfor theAsbestosAbatementProject

at McCarthy-Towne School, dated September30, 1998 was preparedby Universal

EngineeringCorporation (Universal) for the Acton Public Schools. According to the

reportabatementactivities consistedof theremoval anddisposalof ACM vinyl asbestos

tile and mastic within the kitchen. According to an “Asbestos Disposal &

DocumentationForm” five yards of ACM wasremovedfrom the building. Basedon

GEC’s inspectionof the Site and interview with Mr. Charterthe kitchen was situated

within theMcCarthywing, which hassincebeendemolished.

The secondreport, entitled AHERA Third Three Year Re-InspectionReport at

Acton McCarthy-TowneSchooldatedNovember24-25, 1998 waspreparedby Universal

for theActon Public Schools. On November24, 1998 LeonardJ. Busa, astate-certified

asbestosinspectorat Universalconducteda re-inspectionandasbestossamplingof the

Site building. Sampleswere collected from homogeneousareas throughouteach

building. Homogeneousareasare classified as materials of similar appearanceand

texture. Samplesof miscellaneousmaterials(consistingof floor tiles, ceiling tiles and

adhesives)andthermalsysteminsulation (materialappliedto pipes,fittings andboilers)

were collected and analyzed from select areas throughout the building. Samples

analyzedwith thermal system insulation were collected from beneaththe ceiling, i.e.

ceiling tiles were not removedand items abovethe ceiling, if any, were not tested.

According to the summarychartprovidedwith the report “0%” was listed for all areas

analyzedwith the exceptionof thermalsysteminsulationwithin the areaidentified as

Toilet 6 (situatedalongthe eastside of thebuilding) which was listed aspositive for

asbestos,however the summarydoes not identif~ywhat type of asbestosor what

percentageis consideredpositive. Areaswherepositivepercentagesof chrysotileand

amosite (forms of asbestos)weredetectedwerelocatedwithin theMcCarthywing.

Thethird report,entitledAHERA ThreeYearRe-InspectionReportat McCarthy-

Towne School dated April 5, 2002 was preparedby Universal for the Acton Public

Schools. Oh April 5, 2002DanObrzut, a statecertified asbestosinspectorconducteda

re-inspection of building materials originally inspected in 1998. Based on the

observation,all asbestoscontainingbuilding materials(ACBM) werefound to be in fair
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to good conditionandshouldbe maintainedin goodcondition. “The ACM is scheduled

to be.removedaspartofthe demolitionprojectof theMcCarthySchool”. No additional

reports were on file. Refer to Appendix D for copies of the reports preparedby

UniversalEngineeringCorporation.

During the Site inspection,GEC madeobservationsfor building materialslikely

to be ACM. Samplecollection and confirmatoryoptical analyseswere not performed,

and were beyondthescopeof this investigation. During inspectionof the Sitebuilding

GEC madeattemptsto view insulationmaterialsand behind walls wheneverpossible,.

without being invasive. GEC assumedthat any suspectedACM encounteredduring the

surveywas constantthroughoutthe building betweenfloors, behindwalls, and in ceiling

spaces. GEC observedthe following materials throughout the building: suspended

ceiling tiles and drywall/plaster ceilings; vinyl floor and ceramic floor tiles; and

drywall/plasterwalls andceramicwall tiles.

5.4 Oil andHazardousMaterials (OHM)

This sectionsupplementsinformationprovidedin Sections3 1 and 5 1

Is OHM useand storage limited to Yes
consumerquantitiesof cleaningmaterials,
paintsandsimilar products,unless
otherwiseindicatedin Section3.1 or 5.1? _______________________________________________________

Are thereanyhazardousmaterialstorage No _______________

permits? _____ __________________________
Are thereMaterial SafetyDataSheets No _____

maintainedon-Site? ____________________________________________________
Is thereaCommunityRight-to-Knowplan No ___________ ______

on-Sitè?~~ ~ . _____ ______________

Are theresafetyplans;preparednessand No _____ ________

preventionplans; spill prevention,counter _____

measure,andcontrolplans? ‘ _____

5.5 WasteOil andHazardousWaste

Duringthe Site inspection,GEC madeobservationsfor evidenceof thetreatment,

storage,disposal,or generationofhazardouswasteandwasteoil, including theimproper

disposalofoil orhazardousmaterial. No wasteoil or hazardouswasteis currentlyor has

historicallybeengeneratedon-Site.

• • OI4l~iUse andSturage ‘Yes / ‘ .Descriptioi~
- No - ‘ . ‘. . .. .-. ..~

GEC observedseveralsealedcontainersof
cleaningproductswithin astoragecloset~
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5.6 Solid Waste

During the Site inspection,GEC madeobservationsfor evidenceof proper and

impropersolid wastedisposalat the Site. The Site is currently vacant,thereforeno solid

wasteis generated.No evidenceof the improperdisposalof solid wastewasnotedat the

time ofGEC’s inspection.

5.7 Wastewater

During the Site inspection, GEC made observations for evidence of the

generation, treatment, or dischargeof wastewater,including the improper disposal of

wastewater. Sanitary wastewatergeneratedon the Site is currently and has been

historically dischargedto aprivate septicsystem. Information on file with theBoard of

Health indicatedthatthe systemwaspumpedregularly, howeverno informationwason

file pertainingto thesize,capacityorTitle V inspectionsofthe septicsystem.

5.8 PolyclilorinatedBiphenyls(PCBs)

During the Site inspection, GEC made observationsfor equipmentlikely to

containPCB oil. Equipmentlikely to containPCB oil includeselectricaltransformers,

capacitors,hydraulicequipmentandoil switches.Dry-type transformerstypically do not

contain PCBs.

GEC observeda pad-mountedtransformer.adjacentto thenorthwestcornerof the

Site building. The transformer is situated on a concrete pad. Two pole-mounted

transformerswere observedsoutheastand southwestof the Site along Massachusetts

Avenue. Theagesof thetransformersareunknown,howeverthetransformersappeared

to bein goodconditionduringtheSite inspectionwith no signsof leakage.

5.9 LeadPaint

GEC conductedan inspection of building surfaces within . inspected areas

throughouttheSitebuilding for thepotentialpresenceof lead-basedpaint. Althoughthe

building is unoccupiedand prior use has included an elementaryschool, basedon

conversationswith MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund,the Site will be converted

for residentialuse. GEC observedpaintedwalls, doorwaysandwindowssills throughout

the building. Painted surfacesappearedto be in good condition at the time of the

inspection. No informationwas found within municipal andschool departmentrecords
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indicating that surfacesthroughoutthe Site building hadbeensampledandanalyzedfor

lead.

6.0 FINDINGS

At the requestof MassachusettsHousing PartnershipFund, GEC conductedan

EnvironmentalSite Assessmentof the ThreeCharterRoadproperty locatedin Acton,

MassaChusetts.This survey consistedof a surficial Site inspection, interviews, and

reviewof availableinformationat stateand local agencies.GEC’s investigationdid nOt

includeany testing or analysisofsurficial orsubsurfacemedia,orbuilding materials.

SiteConditions

• Basedon information provided by the Town of Acton EngineeringDepartment,

the Site consistsof 1.23-acres.The Site is currentlyownedby the Town of Acton

and is improvedby one two-story building. The Site, formerly known as the

TowneSchool,an elementaryschool,wasvacatedwithin thelastseveralmonths.

-TheSite-building consistsof classroomsanda boilerroom. The remainderofthe

Sit consistsOf landscapedareasaswell asaplayground.

• Propertiessurroundingthe Site to the north, northeastand northwestconsistof

schools. Residentialandcommercialpropertiesaresituatedeastandsouthofthe

Site.

SiteHistory

• Accordingto availableinformationandinterviewswith personsfamiliar with -the

Site, the Towne School (Site building) was developedduring the- 1920’s. The

- schoolduring this timeframewasutilized astheActon High School. During the

1950’s, the TowneSchoolwasconvertedto an elementaryschoolandanaddition

wasconstructedalongthe northeastcornerof the Site building, which extended

furthernortheastof theSite. The additionwasknownastheMcCarthywing and

consistedofone-storyanda basement.Thetwo buildingsbecameknownasthe

- McCarthy-TowneSchool and -were utilized as an elementaryschool. ‘In the

spring of 2002 the entire McCarthy structure was demolished- and the Towne

Schoolwasvacatedwithin thefollowing months.

• Propertiesin the immediatevicinity weredevelopedduring the early 1900’s and

haveconsistedof residentialandcommercialproperties. -
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SensitiveLandUses/ EnvironmentalResources - - - -

• The Site and surroundingvicinity are situatedwithin an area of protectedopen

space. GreatHill, an areaof protected-openspace,is locatedapproximately1,500

to 3,000 feet southeastof the Site. No other environmentalresourceareas,

includingACEC, IWPAs or SSAs,wereidentified within 1,000feetof the Site.

PolychlorinatedBiphenyls(PCB) -

• GEC observedapad-mountedtransformeradjacentto thenorthwestcornerof the

Sitebuilding. Thetransformeris situatedon a concretepad. Two pole-mounted

transformers were observed southeast and southwest of the Site along

MassachusettsAvenue. The agesof the transformersare unknown,howeverthe

transformersappearedto be in good condition during the Site inspectionwith no

signsof leakage.

StorageTanks -

-• ~GEC-~di~not observe*STs~or-indicationso-f UST such-asfl-il--and-vent--pipesor-

pavementscarsdth1ii~hëSite in~pëCtion.Accordingto informationprovidedby

the MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund and Mr. Charter,the -Sitebuilding

- wasformerly heatedwith #2 fuel oil storedwithin anUST.

• •Fire-Department-records indicate that two 5,000-gallon#2 fuel oil USTs were

removedfrom the McCarthy School in 1992. Information reviewedby G-EC

indicates that oneUST was situatednearthe northeastcornerof the McCarthy

wing. Town - officials indicated that two USTs were removedfrom this area,

howeverGEC hasnot founddocumentationconfirmingthis.

• Recordsviewedvia EnvironmentalFirstSearchand town agencieslocatedthree

propertieswith registeredUSTs within 0.20-miles of the Site. Based on

interpretationof topographyandtheUSGSquadrangle-thesepropertiesappearto

becross-anddowngradientofthe Site. - - -

Solid Wa~ - -

• The Site is currently vacant,thereforeno- solid wasteis generated.No evidence

of the improper- disposal of solid waste was noted at the time of GEC’s

inspection. -

HazardousMaterialsandWaste

• Otherthanconsumerquantitiesof cleaners,GEC did- not observethe storageof

OHM. - -

Goldman Environmental Consultants, Inc. -20-



• No wasteoil or hazardouswasteis currently or hashistoricallybeengeneratedon

Site. - - -

Asbestos -

• GEC observedthe following materials throughout-the building: - suspended

ceiling tiles anddrywall/plasterceilings; vinyl floor andceramicfloor tiles; and

drywall/plasterwalls andceramicwall tiles.

• Accordingto AHERA inspectionreportsprovidedto GEC, no positiveresultsfor

ACM werefoundwithin theSitebuilding, with theexceptionof Toilet 6 (situated

along the eastside of the building). The thermal systeminsulation within this

area tested positive for asbestos,howeverno information was providedon the

identity andwhatpercentagewasconsideredpositive.

LeadPaint

• Although the building is unoccupiedand prior usehasincluded an elementary

school,basedon conversationswith MassachusettsHousingPartnershipFund,the

Sitewill be convertedfor residentialuse. GEC observedpaintedwalls,doorways

and -windows sills throughoutthe building. Paintedsurfacesappearedto be in

good condition at the time of the inspection. No informationwas found within

municipal and schooldepartmentrecordsindicatingthat surfacesthroughoutthe

Site building hadbeensampledandanalyzedfor lead.

Filesearch

• GEC foundno CERCLI.SorNPL siteswithin- ‘/2-mile oftheSite. -

• Six statedisposalsitesand twenty-sevenspill sitesof OHM are locatedwithin a

‘/2-mile- radiusof the Site. Severalreleaseshaveoccurredwithin the immediate

vicinity of the Site. The Acton Boxborough High School, - which is situated

approximately0.20 miles north of the Site, is a listed statespill site. Three

releaseshaveoccurredwithin 500 feet-to 0.20 miles of the Site associatedwith

this property. A releaseof wasteoil from an - AST overfill occurredin 1996

impactingtheconcretefloor andsoil behindthebuilding. Speedi-drywasapplied

aswell asthreecubicyardsof impactedsoil wasexcavated. A ClassA-2 RAO

wassubmittedto the-MADEP. Two additionalreleasesfor which ClassA-i RAO

weresubmittedto theMADEP occurredin 2000and2002.

• Additional releases,which haveoccurredabuttingto or within 0.13 miles of the

Site, havebeendelineatedand haveachievedregulatoryclosure. Basedon the
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cross-/downgradientlocationof thesepropertiesto the Site,subsurfaceconditions

- at theSiteareunlikely to havebeenimpactedby theoff-Sitereleases. -

• Basedon topographyand interpretationof the USGS quadrangle,groundwater

flow in the vicinity of the Site is likely to the south andeasttoward Fort Pond

Brook.

7.0 OPINJON

- GEC can make no definitive conclusionregardingcurrent on-Site subsurface

conditionsrelative to a releaseof OHM. However,basedon available information the

Site building was formerly heatedwith fuel containedwithin an UST. Information

indicatesthat two USTs were removedfrom the McCarthy-Towne School. Basedon

historic plansGEC hasdetermined-that oneUST wassituatednortheastof theMcCarthy

wing (approximately300 feet from the Site boundary)while the location of the second

UST could not be determined. Town officials havealso indicatedthat two USTs were

removedfrom this locationhoweverno documentationcouldbe locatedconfirming this.

To dateno additional informationhasbeenobtainedregardingthis USTs

- 8.0 CONCLUSIONS -

GEC hasperformeda PhaseI EnvironmentalSite Assessmentin conformance

with the scopeand limitationsofASTM PracticeE 1527of ThreeCharterRoadlocated

in Acton, Massachusetts,theproperty. Any exceptionsto, or deletionsfrom, thispractice

aredescribedin Section1.0 of--this report. - -

GEC identified the following conditions for the Site. TheseConditionsarenot

considered recognizedenvironmentalconditions in accordancewith ASTM StandardE1527-00. - --

- . GEC observed the following materials throughout the building:

suspendedceiling tiles and drywall/plaster ceilings; vinyl floor and

ceramicfloor tiles; anddrywall/plasterwalls andceramicwall tiles. The

materialsappearedin good condition at the time of GEC’s inspection.

According to inspection reportsprovided to GEC, no positive resultsfor

ACM werefound within the Sitebuilding, with theexceptionof Toilet 6

(situated along the east side of the building). The thermal system

insulation within this area tested positive for asbestos,however no

information was provided on the identity and what percentagewas

consideredpositive.
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• Although the building is unoccupied and prior use has included an

elementaryschool,basedon conversationswith -MassachusettsHousing

Partnership-Fund, the Site will be convertedfor residentialuse. GEC

observed painted- walls, doorways and windows sills throughout the

building. Paintedsurfacesappearedto be in goodconditionat thetime of

the inspection. -

• Severalreleaseshaveoccurredwithin thevicinity of theSite,howeverthe

releaseshavebeendelineatedand in mostcaseshaveachievedregulatory

closure.

GEC identified the following conditions for the Site. These conditions are

consideredrecognizedenvironmentalconditions in accordancewith ASTM Standard

E1527-00. - -

• Basedon interviewswith personsfamiliar with the Site, the Site building

was formerlyheatedwith fuel oil containedwithin anUST andcoal. Fire

Departmentrecords indicate that two USTs were removed from the

McCarthy-TowneSchool. Basedon historic plansGEC hasdetermined

thatoneUST wassituatednortheastoftheMcCarthywing approximately

300 feetfrom the Site’sborder. Although no releaseshavebeenreported

for this UST, due to the closeproximity of the former USTto the Site,

uncertaintiesofconfirmatorysamples-aswell asuncertaintiessurrounding

the second UST, subsurfaceconditions at the Site may have been

impactedby a release-ofOHM.
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9.0 WARRANTY

The conclusionscontainedin this report are based on the information readily

availableto GEC asof February24, 2003. The scopeof servicesfor this investigation

included those issueswithin the scope and meaningof MassachusettsGeneralLaws,

Chapter21E and the associatedMassachusettsContingencyPlan. The conclusionsand

recommendations mayrequirerevisionsif future regulatorychangesoccur.

Compliancewith other environmentalandworkplacestatutesandregulationswas

not included in the approved scope of services. No representationsregardingthe

- condition of subsurfacesoils or groundwaterquality at the Site can be madebasedon

GEC’s approvedscopeof services.GEC providesno warrantieson informationprovided

by third parties and containedherein, Data compiled was in accordancewith GEC’s

approvedscopeof servicesand should not be construedbeyond its limitations. Any

interpretationsor useof this reportotherthanthoseexpressed-hereinare notwarranted.

The use, partial use, or duplication of this report without the expresswritten

consentofGoldmanEnvironmentalConsultants,Inc is stnctly prohibited This reportis

-- subject-to-EEC’sContractfor-ConsultingServiceswith theClient.

Respectfullysubmitted, -

Goldman Environmental Consultants,Inc.

PreparedBy: -

CarlaA. Wesley , LSP
Manager,EnvironmentalSiteAssessments Operations
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